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S.J.R.ANo.A1

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION

proposing a constitutional amendment increasing the amount of the

residence homestead exemption from ad valorem taxation for public

school purposes and providing for a reduction of the limitation on

the total amount of ad valorem taxes that may be imposed for those

purposes on the homestead of an elderly or disabled person to

reflect the increased exemption amount, authorizing the

legislature to prohibit a political subdivision that has adopted an

optional residence homestead exemption from ad valorem taxation

from reducing the amount of or repealing the exemption, and

prohibiting the enactment of a law that imposes a transfer tax on a

transaction that conveys fee simple title to real property.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTIONA1.AASections 1-b(c), (d), and (e), Article VIII,

Texas Constitution, are amended to read as follows:

(c)AAThe amount of $25,000 [Fifteen Thousand Dollars

($15,000)] of the market value of the residence homestead of a

married or unmarried adult, including one living alone, is exempt

from ad valorem taxation for general elementary and secondary

public school purposes. The legislature by general law may provide

that all or part of the exemption does not apply to a district or

political subdivision that imposes ad valorem taxes for public

education purposes but is not the principal school district

providing general elementary and secondary public education
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throughout its territory. In addition to this exemption, the

legislature by general law may exempt an amount not to exceed [Ten

Thousand Dollars (] $10,000[)] of the market value of the residence

homestead of a person who is disabled as defined in Subsection (b)

of this section and of a person [sixty-five (] 65[)] years of age or

older from ad valorem taxation for general elementary and secondary

public school purposes. The legislature by general law may base the

amount of and condition eligibility for the additional exemption

authorized by this subsection for disabled persons and for persons

[sixty-five (] 65[)] years of age or older on economic need. An

eligible disabled person who is [sixty-five (] 65[)] years of age or

older may not receive both exemptions from a school district but may

choose either. An eligible person is entitled to receive both the

exemption required by this subsection for all residence homesteads

and any exemption adopted pursuant to Subsection (b) of this

section, but the legislature shall provide by general law whether

an eligible disabled or elderly person may receive both the

additional exemption for the elderly and disabled authorized by

this subsection and any exemption for the elderly or disabled

adopted pursuant to Subsection (b) of this section. Where ad

valorem tax has previously been pledged for the payment of debt, the

taxing officers of a school district may continue to levy and

collect the tax against the value of homesteads exempted under this

subsection until the debt is discharged if the cessation of the levy

would impair the obligation of the contract by which the debt was

created. The legislature shall provide for formulas to protect

school districts against all or part of the revenue loss incurred by
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the implementation of this subsection, Subsection (d) of this

section, and Section 1-d-1 of this article [Article VIII, Sections

1-b(c), 1-b(d), and 1-d-1, of this constitution]. The legislature

by general law may define residence homestead for purposes of this

section.

(d)AAExcept as otherwise provided by this subsection, if a

person receives a residence homestead exemption prescribed by

Subsection (c) of this section for homesteads of persons who are

[sixty-five (] 65[)] years of age or older or who are disabled, the

total amount of ad valorem taxes imposed on that homestead for

general elementary and secondary public school purposes may not be

increased while it remains the residence homestead of that person

or that person’s spouse who receives the exemption. If a person

[sixty-five (] 65[)] years of age or older dies in a year in which

the person received the exemption, the total amount of ad valorem

taxes imposed on the homestead for general elementary and secondary

public school purposes may not be increased while it remains the

residence homestead of that person’s surviving spouse if the spouse

is [fifty-five (] 55[)] years of age or older at the time of the

person’s death, subject to any exceptions provided by general law.

The legislature, by general law, may provide for the transfer of all

or a proportionate amount of a limitation provided by this

subsection for a person who qualifies for the limitation and

establishes a different residence homestead. However, taxes

otherwise limited by this subsection may be increased to the extent

the value of the homestead is increased by improvements other than

repairs or improvements made to comply with governmental
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requirements and except as may be consistent with the transfer of a

limitation under this subsection. For a residence homestead

subject to the limitation provided by this subsection in the 1996

tax year or an earlier tax year, the legislature shall provide for a

reduction in the amount of the limitation for the 1997 tax year and

subsequent tax years in an amount equal to $10,000 multiplied by the

1997 tax rate for general elementary and secondary public school

purposes applicable to the residence homestead. For a residence

homestead subject to the limitation provided by this subsection in

the 2014 tax year or an earlier tax year, the legislature shall

provide for a reduction in the amount of the limitation for the 2015

tax year and subsequent tax years in an amount equal to $10,000

multiplied by the 2015 tax rate for general elementary and

secondary public school purposes applicable to the residence

homestead.

(e)AAThe governing body of a political subdivision, other

than a county education district, may exempt from ad valorem

taxation a percentage of the market value of the residence

homestead of a married or unmarried adult, including one living

alone. In the manner provided by law, the voters of a county

education district at an election held for that purpose may exempt

from ad valorem taxation a percentage of the market value of the

residence homestead of a married or unmarried adult, including one

living alone. The percentage may not exceed twenty percent.

However, the amount of an exemption authorized pursuant to this

subsection may not be less than [Five Thousand Dollars (]$5,000[)]

unless the legislature by general law prescribes other monetary
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restrictions on the amount of the exemption. The legislature by

general law may prohibit the governing body of a political

subdivision that adopts an exemption under this subsection from

reducing the amount of or repealing the exemption. An eligible

adult is entitled to receive other applicable exemptions provided

by law. Where ad valorem tax has previously been pledged for the

payment of debt, the governing body of a political subdivision may

continue to levy and collect the tax against the value of the

homesteads exempted under this subsection until the debt is

discharged if the cessation of the levy would impair the obligation

of the contract by which the debt was created. The legislature by

general law may prescribe procedures for the administration of

residence homestead exemptions.

SECTIONA2.AAArticle VIII, Texas Constitution, is amended by

adding Section 29 to read as follows:

Sec.A29.AA(a)AAAfter January 1, 2016, no law may be enacted

that imposes a transfer tax on a transaction that conveys fee simple

title to real property.

(b)AAThis section does not prohibit:

(1)AAthe imposition of a general business tax measured

by business activity;

(2)AAthe imposition of a tax on the production of

minerals;

(3)AAthe imposition of a tax on the issuance of title

insurance; or

(4)AAthe change of a rate of a tax in existence on

January 1, 2016.
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SECTIONA3.AAThe following temporary provision is added to

the Texas Constitution:

TEMPORARY PROVISION. (a) This temporary provision applies

to the constitutional amendment proposed by S.J.R. 1, 84th

Legislature, Regular Session, 2015.

(b)AAThe amendments to Sections 1-b(c), (d), and (e), Article

VIII, of this constitution take effect for the tax year beginning

January 1, 2015.

(c)AAThis temporary provision expires January 1, 2017.

SECTIONA4.AAThis proposed constitutional amendment shall be

submitted to the voters at an election to be held November 3, 2015.

The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or against the

proposition: "The constitutional amendment increasing the amount

of the residence homestead exemption from ad valorem taxation for

public school purposes from $15,000 to $25,000, providing for a

reduction of the limitation on the total amount of ad valorem taxes

that may be imposed for those purposes on the homestead of an

elderly or disabled person to reflect the increased exemption

amount, authorizing the legislature to prohibit a political

subdivision that has adopted an optional residence homestead

exemption from ad valorem taxation from reducing the amount of or

repealing the exemption, and prohibiting the enactment of a law

that imposes a transfer tax on a transaction that conveys fee simple

title to real property."
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______________________________AAAA______________________________
President of the SenateAAAAAAAAAAAAASpeaker of the House

I hereby certify that S.J.R.ANo.A1 was adopted by the Senate

on March 25, 2015, by the following vote: YeasA23, NaysA8; and that

the Senate concurred in House amendments on May 29, 2015, by the

following vote: YeasA25, NaysA6.

______________________________
AAAASecretary of the Senate

I hereby certify that S.J.R.ANo.A1 was adopted by the House,

with amendments, on May 24, 2015, by the following vote: YeasA138,

NaysA0, one present not voting.

______________________________
AAAAChief Clerk of the House

S.J.R.ANo.A1
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H.J.R.ANo.A75

A JOINT RESOLUTION

proposing a constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature

to provide for an exemption from ad valorem taxation of all or part

of the market value of the residence homestead of the surviving

spouse of a 100 percent or totally disabled veteran who died before

the law authorizing a residence homestead exemption for such a

veteran took effect.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTIONA1.AASection 1-b, Article VIII, Texas Constitution,

is amended by adding Subsection (j-1) and amending Subsection (k)

to read as follows:

(j-1)AAThe legislature by general law may provide that the

surviving spouse of a disabled veteran who would have qualified for

an exemption from ad valorem taxation of all or part of the market

value of the disabled veteran’s residence homestead under

Subsection (i) of this section if that subsection had been in effect

on the date the disabled veteran died is entitled to an exemption

from ad valorem taxation of the same portion of the market value of

the same property to which the disabled veteran ’s exemption would

have applied if the surviving spouse otherwise meets the

requirements of Subsection (j) of this section.

(k)AAThe legislature by general law may provide that if a

surviving spouse who qualifies for an exemption in accordance with

Subsection (j) or (j-1) of this section subsequently qualifies a

different property as the surviving spouse ’s residence homestead,
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the surviving spouse is entitled to an exemption from ad valorem

taxation of the subsequently qualified homestead in an amount equal

to the dollar amount of the exemption from ad valorem taxation of

the former homestead in accordance with Subsection (j) or (j-1) of

this section in the last year in which the surviving spouse received

an exemption in accordance with the applicable [that] subsection

for that homestead if the surviving spouse has not remarried since

the death of the disabled veteran.

SECTIONA2.AAThe following temporary provision is added to

the Texas Constitution:

TEMPORARY PROVISION. (a) This temporary provision applies

to the constitutional amendment proposed by the 84th Legislature,

Regular Session, 2015, authorizing the legislature to exempt from

ad valorem taxation all or part of the market value of the residence

homestead of certain surviving spouses of 100 percent or totally

disabled veterans.

(b)AAThe amendments to Section 1-b, Article VIII, of this

constitution take effect January 1, 2016, and apply only to ad

valorem taxes imposed for a tax year beginning on or after that

date.

(c)AAThis temporary provision expires January 1, 2017.

SECTIONA3.AAThis proposed constitutional amendment shall be

submitted to the voters at an election to be held November 3, 2015.

The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or against the

proposition: "The constitutional amendment authorizing the

legislature to provide for an exemption from ad valorem taxation of

all or part of the market value of the residence homestead of the
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surviving spouse of a 100 percent or totally disabled veteran who

died before the law authorizing a residence homestead exemption for

such a veteran took effect."
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______________________________ ______________________________

AAAAPresident of the Senate Speaker of the HouseAAAAAA

I certify that H.J.R. No. 75 was passed by the House on April

22, 2015, by the following vote:AAYeas 138, Nays 0, 2 present, not

voting.

______________________________

Chief Clerk of the HouseAAA

I certify that H.J.R. No. 75 was passed by the Senate on May

24, 2015, by the following vote:AAYeas 27, Nays 2, 1 present, not

voting.

______________________________

Secretary of the SenateAAAA

RECEIVED:AA_____________________

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAADateAAAAAAAAA

AAAAAAAAAAA_____________________

AAAAAAAAAAAAASecretary of StateAAAAAAA

H.J.R.ANo.A75
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S.J.R.ANo.A52

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION

proposing a constitutional amendment repealing the requirement

that state officers elected by voters statewide reside in the state

capital.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTIONA1.AASection 23, Article IV, Texas Constitution, is

amended to read as follows:

Sec.A23.AAThe Comptroller of Public Accounts, the

Commissioner of the General Land Office, the Attorney General, and

any statutory State officer who is elected by the electorate of

Texas at large, unless a term of office is otherwise specifically

provided in this Constitution, shall each hold office for the term

of four years. Each shall receive an annual salary in an amount to

be fixed by the Legislature[; reside at the Capital of the State

during his continuance in office,] and perform such duties as are or

may be required by law. They and the Secretary of State shall not

receive to their own use any fees, costs or perquisites of office.

All fees that may be payable by law for any service performed by any

officer specified in this section or in the officer’s [his] office,

shall be paid, when received, into the State Treasury.

SECTIONA2.AAThis proposed constitutional amendment shall be

submitted to the voters at an election to be held November 3, 2015.

The ballot shall be printed to provide for voting for or against the

proposition: "The constitutional amendment repealing the
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requirement that state officers elected by voters statewide reside

in the state capital."

______________________________AAAA______________________________
President of the SenateAAAAAAAAAAAAASpeaker of the House

I hereby certify that S.J.R.ANo.A52 was adopted by the Senate

on AprilA20,A2015, by the following vote:AAYeasA29, NaysA1.

______________________________
AAAASecretary of the Senate

I hereby certify that S.J.R.ANo.A52 was adopted by the House

on MayA27,A2015, by the following vote:AAYeasA102, NaysA43, one

present not voting.

______________________________
AAAAChief Clerk of the House
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H.J.R.ANo.A73

A JOINT RESOLUTION

proposing a constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature

to permit professional sports team charitable foundations to

conduct charitable raffles.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTIONA1.AASection 47, Article III, Texas Constitution, is

amended by amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsection (d-1) to

read as follows:

(a)AAThe Legislature shall pass laws prohibiting lotteries

and gift enterprises in this State other than those authorized by

Subsections (b), (d), (d-1), and (e) of this section.

(d-1)AAThe legislature by general law may permit a

professional sports team charitable foundation to conduct

charitable raffles under the terms and conditions imposed by

general law. The law may authorize the charitable foundation to pay

with the raffle proceeds reasonable advertising, promotional, and

administrative expenses. A law enacted under this subsection may

apply only to an entity that is defined as a professional sports

team charitable foundation on January 1, 2016, and may only allow

charitable raffles to be conducted at games hosted at the home venue

of the professional sports team associated with a professional

sports team charitable foundation.

SECTIONA2.AAThis proposed constitutional amendment shall be

submitted to the voters at an election to be held November 3, 2015.

The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or against the
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proposition: "The constitutional amendment authorizing the

legislature to permit professional sports team charitable

foundations to conduct charitable raffles."
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______________________________ ______________________________

AAAAPresident of the Senate Speaker of the HouseAAAAAA

I certify that H.J.R. No. 73 was passed by the House on April

16, 2015, by the following vote:AAYeas 137, Nays 9, 2 present, not

voting.

______________________________

Chief Clerk of the HouseAAA

I certify that H.J.R. No. 73 was passed by the Senate on May

6, 2015, by the following vote:AAYeas 27, Nays 4.

______________________________

Secretary of the SenateAAAA

RECEIVED:AA_____________________

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAADateAAAAAAAAA

AAAAAAAAAAA_____________________

AAAAAAAAAAAAASecretary of StateAAAAAAA

H.J.R.ANo.A73

3



S.J.R.ANo.A17

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION

proposing a constitutional amendment relating to private road work

by certain counties.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTIONA1.AASection 52f, Article III, Texas Constitution, is

amended to read as follows:

Sec.A52f.AAA county with a population of 7,500 [5,000] or

less, according to the most recent federal census, may construct

and maintain private roads if it imposes a reasonable charge for the

work. The Legislature by general law may limit this authority.

Revenue received from private road work may be used only for the

construction, including right-of-way acquisition, or maintenance

of public roads.

SECTIONA2.AAThis proposed constitutional amendment shall be

submitted to the voters at an election to be held November 3, 2015.

The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or against the

proposition: "The constitutional amendment to authorize counties

with a population of 7,500 or less to perform private road

construction and maintenance."
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______________________________AAAA______________________________
President of the SenateAAAAAAAAAAAAASpeaker of the House

I hereby certify that S.J.R.ANo.A17 was adopted by the Senate

on AprilA16,A2015, by the following vote:AAYeasA31, NaysA0.

______________________________
AAAASecretary of the Senate

I hereby certify that S.J.R.ANo.A17 was adopted by the House

on MayA24,A2015, by the following vote:AAYeasA139, NaysA0,

oneApresent not voting.

______________________________
AAAAChief Clerk of the House

S.J.R.ANo.A17
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S.J.R.ANo.A22

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION

proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the right to hunt,

fish, and harvest wildlife.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTIONA1.AAArticle I, Texas Constitution, is amended by

adding Section 34 to read as follows:

Sec.A34.AA(a)AAThe people have the right to hunt, fish, and

harvest wildlife, including by the use of traditional methods,

subject to laws or regulations to conserve and manage wildlife and

preserve the future of hunting and fishing.

(b)AAHunting and fishing are preferred methods of managing

and controlling wildlife.

(c)AAThis section does not affect any provision of law

relating to trespass, property rights, or eminent domain.

(d)AAThis section does not affect the power of the

legislature to authorize a municipality to regulate the discharge

of a weapon in a populated area in the interest of public safety.

SECTIONA2.AAThis proposed constitutional amendment shall be

submitted to the voters at an election to be held November 3, 2015.

The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or against the

proposition: "The constitutional amendment recognizing the right

of the people to hunt, fish, and harvest wildlife subject to laws

that promote wildlife conservation."
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______________________________AAAA______________________________
President of the SenateAAAAAAAAAAAAASpeaker of the House

I hereby certify that S.J.R.ANo.A22 was adopted by the Senate

on AprilA1,A2015, by the following vote:AAYeasA27, NaysA3.

______________________________
AAAASecretary of the Senate

I hereby certify that S.J.R.ANo.A22 was adopted by the House

on MayA20,A2015, by the following vote:AAYeasA111, NaysA1,

twenty-five present not voting.

______________________________
AAAAChief Clerk of the House

S.J.R.ANo.A22
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S.J.R.ANo.A5

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION

proposing a constitutional amendment dedicating a portion of the

revenue derived from the state sales and use tax and the tax imposed

on the sale, use, or rental of a motor vehicle to the state highway

fund.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTIONA1.AAArticle VIII, Texas Constitution, is amended by

adding Section 7-c to read as follows:

Sec.A7-c.AA(a)AASubject to Subsections (d) and (e) of this

section, in each state fiscal year, the comptroller of public

accounts shall deposit to the credit of the state highway fund $2.5

billion of the net revenue derived from the imposition of the state

sales and use tax on the sale, storage, use, or other consumption in

this state of taxable items under Chapter 151, Tax Code, or its

successor, that exceeds the first $28 billion of that revenue

coming into the treasury in that state fiscal year.

(b)AASubject to Subsections (d) and (e) of this section, in

each state fiscal year, the comptroller of public accounts shall

deposit to the credit of the state highway fund an amount equal to

35 percent of the net revenue derived from the tax authorized by

Chapter 152, Tax Code, or its successor, and imposed on the sale,

use, or rental of a motor vehicle that exceeds the first $5 billion

of that revenue coming into the treasury in that state fiscal year.

(c)AAMoney deposited to the credit of the state highway fund
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under this section may be appropriated only to:

(1)AAconstruct, maintain, or acquire rights-of-way for

public roadways other than toll roads; or

(2)AArepay the principal of and interest on general

obligation bonds issued as authorized by Section 49-p, Article III,

of this constitution.

(d)AAThe legislature by adoption of a resolution approved by

a record vote of two-thirds of the members of each house of the

legislature may direct the comptroller of public accounts to reduce

the amount of money deposited to the credit of the state highway

fund under Subsection (a) or (b) of this section. The comptroller

may be directed to make that reduction only:

(1)AAin the state fiscal year in which the resolution is

adopted, or in either of the following two state fiscal years; and

(2)AAby an amount or percentage that does not result in

a reduction of more than 50 percent of the amount that would

otherwise be deposited to the fund in the affected state fiscal year

under the applicable subsection of this section.

(e)AASubject to Subsection (f) of this section, the duty of

the comptroller of public accounts to make a deposit under this

section expires:

(1)AAAugust 31, 2032, for a deposit required by

Subsection (a) of this section; and

(2)AAAugust 31, 2029, for a deposit required by

Subsection (b) of this section.

(f)AAThe legislature by adoption of a resolution approved by

a record vote of a majority of the members of each house of the
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legislature may extend, in 10-year increments, the duty of the

comptroller of public accounts to make a deposit under Subsection

(a) or (b) of this section beyond the applicable date prescribed by

Subsection (e) of this section.

SECTIONA2.AAThe following temporary provision is added to

the Texas Constitution:

TEMPORARY PROVISION.AA(a)AAThis temporary provision applies

to the constitutional amendment proposed by the 84th Legislature,

Regular Session, 2015, dedicating a portion of the revenue derived

from the state sales and use tax and the tax imposed on the sale,

use, or rental of a motor vehicle to the state highway fund.

(b)AASection 7-c(a), Article VIII, of this constitution

takes effect September 1, 2017.

(c)AASection 7-c(b), Article VIII, of this constitution

takes effect September 1, 2019.

(d)AABeginning on the dates prescribed by Subsections (b) and

(c) of this section, the legislature may not appropriate any

revenue to which Section 7-c(a) or (b), Article VIII, of this

constitution applies that is deposited to the credit of the state

highway fund for any purpose other than a purpose described by

Section 7-c(c), Article VIII, of this constitution.

(e)AAThis temporary provision expires September 1, 2020.

SECTIONA3.AAThis proposed constitutional amendment shall be

submitted to the voters at an election to be held November 3, 2015.

The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or against the

proposition: "The constitutional amendment dedicating certain

sales and use tax revenue and motor vehicle sales, use, and rental
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tax revenue to the state highway fund to provide funding for

nontolled roads and the reduction of certain

transportation-related debt."

______________________________AAAA______________________________
President of the SenateAAAAAAAAAAAAASpeaker of the House

I hereby certify that S.J.R.ANo.A5 passed the Senate on

MarchA4,A2015, by the following vote:AAYeasA28, NaysA2;

MayA4,A2015, Senate refused to concur in House amendments and

requested appointment of Conference Committee; MayA6,A2015, House

granted request of the Senate; MayA29,A2015, Senate adopted

Conference Committee Report by the following vote:AAYeasA31,

NaysA0.

______________________________
AAAASecretary of the Senate

I hereby certify that S.J.R.ANo.A5 passed the House, with

amendments, on AprilA30,A2015, by the following vote:AAYeasA138,

NaysA3, one present not voting; MayA6,A2015, House granted request

of the Senate for appointment of Conference Committee;

MayA30,A2015, House adopted Conference Committee Report by the

following vote:AAYeasA142, NaysA1, one present not voting.

______________________________
AAAAChief Clerk of the House
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